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1. What is a credential evaluation? 
  

Introduction 

 

As a newcomer, you may require a credential evaluation to have your education or 

work experience recognized in British Columbia.  

 

Credential evaluations are completed by licensing organizations that look at your 

degree from another country and compare it with similar programs in Canada.  

 

Completing a credential evaluation is the first step in getting your qualifications 

validated in Canada. The completed evaluation is then sent to the regulatory body 

for your profession so you can begin the process of being recognised by as a 

qualified professional.  

 

There are two types of occupations in British Columbia: regulated and non-

regulated: 

 Regulated: Credential evaluation is required. It is usually completed 

by a regulatory body. 

 Non-Regulated: Credential evaluation generally not mandatory. 

However, employers may require proof that your educational 

credentials obtained outside of Canada are equivalent to Canadian 

standards. 
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You can also use the credential evaluation to apply to post-secondary institutions 

for advanced degree or professional certification programs.  

 

Some employers may also request a credential evaluation before hiring to confirm 

your education meets the requirements for the position. 

 

More information: 

 

 How Do I Get My Skills Recognized?  - Government of Canada 
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/report_note.do?cid=12228  

 
  

https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/report_note.do?cid=12228
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2. What is a regulatory body? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some professions and trades are not regulated by law, but may have voluntary 

professional bodies.  

 

Some voluntary bodies provide certification courses and registration, which may 

help you to get work. However, membership in these organizations is not 

mandatory. 

 

  

A regulatory body is an organisation that makes sure all people 

working in that industry or profession meet entry requirements and 

education or experience standards.  

 

Regulatory bodies:  

 provide certification, registration or licensing for qualified workers 

 can discipline members that do not meet the requirements for the 

profession 

 in general they are in place to protect the public as well as their 

members 



Credential Evaluation 
A guide for newcomers to British Columbia  

Last updated: July 26, 2019   5 
 

3. Who is the regulatory body for my profession? 
 

The resources below help you determine if your profession or trade is regulated and 

provide contact information for the appropriate regulatory body. 

 

 Directory of Occupational Profiles for Trades and Professions 
https://www.cicic.ca/927/identify_the_organization_responsible_for_recognition.canada  

https://www.cicic.ca/934/search_the_directory_of_occupational_profiles.canada  

From the Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials, a listing 

of some (500) of the professions in Canada that are regulated and non-

regulated. 

 Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement 
http://www.tilma.ca/pdf/bcregulatoryauthorities.pdf   

This list covers many of the trades that are regulated and shows the 

organisation that oversees the regulatory process. 

 Professional Regulation – Healthcare 

http://www.health.gov.bc.ca/professional-regulation/   
 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-
resources/professional-regulation/legislation-regulation-and-amendments-by-
profession    
 
In BC, there are 26 regulated professions in healthcare and this page links to 

a description of how each profession is regulated. 

 

  

https://www.cicic.ca/927/identify_the_organization_responsible_for_recognition.canada
https://www.cicic.ca/934/search_the_directory_of_occupational_profiles.canada
http://www.tilma.ca/pdf/bcregulatoryauthorities.pdf
http://www.health.gov.bc.ca/professional-regulation/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/professional-regulation/legislation-regulation-and-amendments-by-profession
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/professional-regulation/legislation-regulation-and-amendments-by-profession
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/professional-regulation/legislation-regulation-and-amendments-by-profession
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4. How do I apply to a regulatory body? 
 
If your profession has a regulatory body, it can take many months to complete the 

application process. You may be required to take professional and language 

examinations, provide a review of your qualifications, and complete supervised 

work experience for a set amount of time.  

 

The websites below provide information on how to apply: 

 

 Foreign Qualifications Recognition - WelcomeBC  
https://www.welcomebc.ca/Work-or-Study-in-B-C/Work-in-B-C/Foreign-Qualifications-

Recognition-%28FQR%29 

 Assessment & Recognition - Canadian Information Centre for 

International Credentials  
https://www.cicic.ca/934/search_the_directory_of_occupational_profiles.canada  

Provides detailed information by profession or trade 

 
 
  

Tip: 

 It helps to be organized!  Check with the regulatory body to make sure you 

collect the correct documents before applying. 

 

https://www.welcomebc.ca/Work-or-Study-in-B-C/Work-in-B-C/Foreign-Qualifications-Recognition-%28FQR%29
https://www.welcomebc.ca/Work-or-Study-in-B-C/Work-in-B-C/Foreign-Qualifications-Recognition-%28FQR%29
https://www.cicic.ca/934/search_the_directory_of_occupational_profiles.canada
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5. Where can I get my credentials evaluated? 
If your profession is non-regulated, it is still a good idea to have your credentials 

assessed and recognized. This will help employers better understand your 

qualifications. 

 

 International Credential Evaluation Service  
http://www.bcit.ca/ices/ 

For a fee, the service can compare academic programs obtained outside of 

Canada with a Canadian equivalent 

 International Credential Assessment Service of Canada 
http://www.icascanada.ca/fsw/home.aspx  

Agency is authorized to provide educational credential assessment services 

to individuals applying for immigration to Canada (fees charged). 

 Documents Required to Prepare an Assessment Report - ICAS 
http://www.icascanada.ca/new/immigration-to-canada.aspx/documents.aspx 

Lists by country the required documents to complete an assessment report 

 
 
 
 
Questions? Please ask the Information Staff on Level 4, Central Library or 

telephone 604-331-3603. 

  
 
 
 

http://www.bcit.ca/ices/
http://www.icascanada.ca/fsw/home.aspx
http://www.icascanada.ca/new/immigration-to-canada.aspx/documents.aspx
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